
 
 
 
  

                     
13 September 2021                    
 

 
Dear RPS Families, 
 
Greetings from sunny Jerrabomberra!  No doubt most of you, like myself, are getting very used to the inside and 
backyard of our homes, screen time and the ‘joys’ of the personalities of the people we live with! I am thankful that I 
can spend a couple of days a week working on site, here at school.  Although, it is just not the same without our 
students and families.  It’s quite sad and desolate.  The number of COVID cases in Canberra over this period remain 
constant, while the vaccination rates steadily climb, which is good. I look forward to Minister Barr’s press conference 
tomorrow, where we may gain more clarity about the road map out of lockdown and what that means for schools. 
 
The feedback from students and their families has been overwhelmingly positive about our school’s approach to remote 
learning this time.  Constructive feedback from 2020 has been used to strengthen our practices including the 
presentation of content and a realistic understanding that we all learn differently with remote learning.  I am thankful 
also to those parents who have respectfully reached out to their classroom teachers and exec when they have felt the 
work was either too easy or hard for their child/ren.    
 
Our P-2 students continue to use Seesaw and our 3-6 classes Google Classroom.  Our early years teachers have begun to 
include daily Google Meets, which I know is a highlight not only for the students but for our teachers as well.  We are 
also providing paper copies for those families who prefer that to the digital platforms. 
 
A shout out to Mr B for creating spectacular orienteering courses for his 5/6’s which he is now inviting the whole school 
to participate in.  Another shout out to Miss Smith and Mrs Hogan who have continued with our Home Reading 
exchange and I know the students are excited to what ‘treats’ are contained in the pouch each time they swap their 
reader.    
 
As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please reach out to me either by email anna.wilson@ed.act.edu.au or 
by phoning the front office on 61423630.  We miss you all terribly and appreciate your continued support during this 
challenging period.  I hope you enjoy reading about each year level’s snapshot of learning over the last few weeks. 
 
Stay safe everyone. 
 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Anna Wilson 
Principal 
 

 
 
 
 

          

mailto:anna.wilson@ed.act.edu.au
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Remote Learning in Preschool 
 

During our first week of remote learning, children have been exploring self-identity and belonging, looking at similarities 
and differences in the way we look, feel and do.  

     
They have considered their own abilities and interests, and applied their growing autonomy by ‘helping around the 
home’.  

                                
They have explored their environment, using natural and man-made resources in and around their home.  

                      
We have also connected with each other. Children have been sharing their learning on Seesaw and ‘meeting’ on Google 
Meets each morning with friends.  

                       
 
 

Many of the activities have engaged family members, encouraging children’s sharing of their learning and oral language 
development. 
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Remote Learning in Kindergarten 
 

Home learning is certainly an interesting addition to the term! Needless to say, the KS Superstars are taking it all in their 
stride. It has been amazing to see how smoothly we were able to switch from learning in the classroom to learning at 
home and online. A huge thank you to all our wonderful families for helping us facilitate this.  
 
The KS Superstars have been engaging with their learning through daily Google Meets, Seesaw activities and learning 
grids. It has been fantastic to see students sharing their work and what they have been doing at home.  
 
Last Friday students dressed up as their favourite book character to celebrate Book Week. We celebrated together in a 
Google Meet. Remote learning wasn’t going to stop the Superstars from celebrating such an exciting event.  
 

 
 

Literacy activities have seen students write daily, go on letter and sound hunts around their house and engage with 
quality literature such as, ‘I Went Walking’ by Sue Williams. One activity that linked to the story, ’I Went Walking’ asked 
students to investigate their surroundings and take photos of what they saw when they went for a walk.  
 

        
 
Mathematics activities have seen students continue to explore numbers from 1-20 by completing number of the day 
activities and making collections of various numbers. We have continued our investigation of measurement by collecting 
different activities outside, comparing their length and putting them in order from shortest to longest.  
 
We are excited to continue connecting with students and families and watching the KS Superstars learn and grow!  
 
 
Kindest Regards, 
Amie Smith, Natalie Hogan and Nathan Spencer.  
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Remote Learning in 1-6T 
Students in 1-6T work on their individual schedules each day. Their engagement so far has been fantastic. Students 
have been engaged in a range of literacy, maths and even cooking whilst at home. Here are some examples of their 
learning. 

 



 

Page ~5~ 
ACT Public Schools 
So much more to offer 

 

Remote Learning in 1/2 
The 1/2 students have continued their history inquiry whilst at home. This has allowed the students to 
interview and discuss with family members things relating to transport. Here are some examples of their 
research. 

Changes to transport have affected people’s lives. 
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Remote Learning in 3/4 
 
The students continue to amaze us every day with their resilience with 
remote learning. Each morning, we have two full classes of smiling faces 
online ready to take on the day's learning challenges. The students have 
been engaging in a range of learning from across a number of learning areas. 
We would like to thank the families for their ongoing support with remote 
learning. Assisting your child to log on to Google Meets, supporting your 
child with their learning and ensuring that your child has a safe learning 
environment, all play a part in your child having a successful experience with 
remote learning.  
 
In literacy we have been continuing to learn about the four reading roles in cooperative reading. We are incorporating 
this into our daily remote learning timetable, with each student reading for approximately 20 minutes each day, whilst 
engaging in the four reading roles. This past week 3/4 have been inquiring into homophones and plurals. We read 
several picture books and discovered that there are many homophones that we use everyday without thinking about it. 
Below are some of our lists of homophones from the book and others we thought of. Following on from our 
homophone study we wrote letters to people who are dear to us. During this time when we can’t see the people we 
usually do, we were inspired by the book Dear Deer to write to them and tell them how 
we are going. Below you will see some of our 
letters. Some of us were even clever enough 
to add in some homophones too. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In maths 3/4SG, we have been learning about 
problem solving, 2D and 3d shapes, fractions and the four operations of addition, subtraction, multiplication and 
division. Every day we are challenging ourselves in small group meets with maths problems and working hard at solving 
them.  
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Our maths lessons have been a little different of late. 
3/4G have been meeting online to play dice and card 
games to practise our basic number skills. Here is a 
screenshot of many of us playing a card game called 
Make a 10 Memory. 

 
 
 
 
 

Our Science inquiry this term is looking at the different ways our food is packaged. Last week we classified the items in 
our recycle bins. We discovered that the majority of household recycling is plastic. This week we are looking specifically 
at the way biscuits are packaged to help us design an effective package of our own.     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We really appreciate the support from each of the families in getting your children ready to learn and connecting to the 
Google Meets each day. Below are some reminders for our online meets: 

1. Please mute your microphone before joining the meet.  
2. Families, please be aware of your child’s microphone 

being on and conversations that are being had in the 
household. 

3. Please make sure your child is sitting in an appropriate 
place for Google Meets.  

4. Please make sure your child has their camera turned 
on for the Google Meets and is dressed appropriately. 

5. Please be patient with teachers responding to email 
and Seesaw messages from parents. We are receiving 
a number of emails during Google Meets from parents 
that we cannot respond to until after face to face teaching has finished. We often have back to back teaching 
sessions with both large and small groups, so it may take a bit of time until we can respond to you, but we will 
do our best to respond as quickly as we can. 

Please reach out if you need support with your child’s learning, or if you have any questions. We can be reached via 
email or messages on Seesaw. You can also call the school and leave a message for us to contact you. The contact 

details are below: 
 
Danielle Geeves - danielle.geeves@ed.act.edu.au 
Jen Glover - jennifer.glover@ed.act.edu.au 
Jayne Queripel - jayne.queripel@ed.act.edu.au 
Ben Smith - benjamin.smith@ed.act.edu.au  
 
Stay safe 
Dani, Jayne, Ben and Jen  

 

mailto:danielle.geeves@ed.act.edu.au
mailto:jennifer.glover@ed.act.edu.au
mailto:jayne.queripel@ed.act.edu.au
mailto:benjamin.smith@ed.act.edu.au
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5/6 Remote Learning 
 

It has been pleasing to see Years 5 & 6 engage so positively with remote learning. We have seen high levels of 
attendance along with some incredible work from students. We are proud of the resilience that students have shown 
during this difficult time. 
 

In literacy we have been reviewing narrative, 
procedure and persuasive writing. Students have 
been demonstrating their knowledge of suffixes 
and the five spelling strategies. This week, with 
the help of Mr Smith, we have started 
cooperative reading. Although this looks a little 
different online, it’s been exciting to watch 
students share their ideas with each other and 
engage in rich discussions.  

 
In numeracy, students have been practising their addition and subtraction using carrying and borrowing up to the 
1000’s. Students have also been revising their multiplication facts and we look forward to continuing our competition 
when we get back into the classroom. This week we have begun our learning on finding the unknown number in number 
sentences, problem solving and reading bus and train timetables.  
 
During remote learning we have engaged in some fun art activities with Miss Ritchie, 
some PE/Fitness with Mr B as well as Dance Party Google Meets. It has been lovely to 
see parents and siblings get involved with this as well. Year 5/6 have also had the 
opportunity to meet with Mr Thomas online on a Thursday afternoon to practise their 
Ukulele skills for Band. We thank Mr Thomas for his flexibility and leading students in 
fun Ukulele songs during remote learning. In digital technology students have been 
learning about coding. They have followed Mr B’s tutorials and will be making their 
own games using Scratch. We are encouraging students to have a digital detox in three 
of the afternoon sessions each week where they build, draw, create, make or bake. 
Some of the drawings and creations coming out of this creative space have been 
incredible. 

 
We miss having students in the classroom as a school is only a building 
without students and teachers. We can't wait to see students face-to-
face again, hopefully soon. We thank parents and carers for their 
ongoing support in remote learning. We have loved talking to families 
during our wellbeing calls. We hope that families stay safe and well 
during this uncertain time and look forward to “seeing” you online and in 
person soon. For any extra support needed at home, please feel free to 
contact the 5/6 team via seesaw or email. 
 
 
Stay Safe,  

Lauren Ritchie, Luke Behrendorff & Ben Smith  
5/6  Team  
Luke.behrendorff@ed.act.edu.au, Lauren.Ritchie@ed.act.edu.au  

mailto:Luke.behrendorff@ed.act.edu.au
mailto:Lauren.Ritchie@ed.act.edu.au
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SCHOOL AGE CARE 
 

Before and after school care is available at 
Richardson Primary School.  Enrolment forms are 
available from www.ywca-canberra.org.au or 
from the front office.  Once you have completed 
the enrolment form you will need to scan and 
email to childcareaccounts@ywca-
canberra.org.au.  
 
Contact details for the YWCA: 
Phone: 6180 5777 
Address:  Level 2, 71 Northbourne Avenue, 
Canberra  ACT  2601 
Postal Address:  YWCA Canberra, GPO Box 767, 
Canberra ACT  2601 

• Keep our kids safe at sporting events 
• Play by the rules when parking at ovals and sporting venues. 
• Parking inspectors will be patrolling local sporting events 

throughout the year to keep our future athletes and 
Olympians safe. Break the rules and you risk a fine. 

• Don’t park on footpaths, across driveways, no stopping zones, 
no parking zones, bus zones or in disabled parking spaces. 

• Can’t find a park? Be a sport, park legally and venture further 
afield. 

You’ll be keeping us all safe and it will be good for your fitness too! 
Please also remember to treat our parking inspectors with respect. 
Like umpires on the field, they are enforcing the rules to keep us all 
safe. 
 To report unsafe and illegal parking call 13 22 81 or visit Illegal 
parking. 
 

SCHOOL TIMES 
 9:00 - 11:00am - School First Session 
11:00 - 11:15am - Supervised Lunch Eating 
11:15 - 11:45am - Lunch Time Play 
11:45 -   1:15pm - Middle Session 
  1:15 -   1:45pm - Recess/Play 
  1:45 -   3:00pm - Afternoon Session 
       
 

Breakfast Club 
A great way to start your day! 

When:  Monday - Friday 
Time:   8.40am  

Venue:   Canteen 
Who:   All students Preschool to Year 6 
We look forward to seeing you there 

 

http://www.ywca-canberra.org.au/
mailto:childcareaccounts@ywca-canberra.org.au
mailto:childcareaccounts@ywca-canberra.org.au
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Did you know you could receive up to $500 in matched 
savings for your child's extracurricular activity costs? 
  
Here's a list of the most common activities our participants 
use their funds for: 
 
🗹🗹 Swimming or dancing lessons 
🗹🗹 Instrument lessons like guitar or piano to name a few 
🗹🗹 Sports club fees like netball or football registration 
🗹🗹 School camps 
🗹🗹 Tutoring classes 
🗹🗹 Foreign language lessons 
🗹🗹 Scout membership fees 
 
Check if you're eligible to join by visiting 
www.saverplus.org.au  
 

 

 

http://www.saverplus.org.au/
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