6 August 2020
Dear Parents and Carers,
It has been wonderful having the students back with us and seeing them immersed in new inquiries, enjoying
reconnecting with friends and looking forward to activities planned for this term.
Thank you for continuing to follow the procedures regarding COVID-19. Please continue to use hand sanitiser when
entering the school building, maintain social distancing, stay home if unwell and prompt drop off and pick up of
students. We are all in this together.
Improve learning and achievement for all students
Last week, the Preschool and Leadership Team participated in the Preschool Assessment and Rating process. This is a
valuable review of the Preschool’s procedures and practices. The aim of this review is to promote continuous
improvement in the provision of quality education and care for students. We look forward to the feedback in the
coming weeks.
Over the next two weeks, parents and carers have the opportunity to make a meeting time with their child/ren’s class
teacher either in person or by phone. These meetings are a forum to discuss student progress, strengths, areas for
development and set goals for the remainder of the year. If you have yet to make an appointment time please contact
the front office.
It is highly recommended and beneficial for students to read at home. Students can hone their reading skills, broaden
their vocabulary, share this experience with their family and escape into their imagination. Students in K-4 can
participate in the school’s Home Reading program. Student’s record their daily reading in a journal (supplied by the
school) and are rewarded at milestones along the way. If you have misplaced or do not have a Home Reading folder,
please have a chat to your class teacher.
Planning is underway for Richardson’s annual Science Fair. All students will be supported to complete a science project
using the scientific method. These projects will be displayed for the school and the community in Week 9, Term 3.
Further information to come.
Develop an expert teaching team
You may have noticed some new faces in the school. We are privileged to be hosting two Practicum Students this term.
This is an important part of education training, which enables prospective teachers an opportunity to use their
knowledge and skills face to face with students. Rebecca Carney is working with Mrs Martin in 1M and Ana Salipur has
been placed with Mrs Glover and Mr Smith working with 5/6SG. Please make them feel welcome if you see them around
the school.
Provide a safe, inclusive and respectful school culture
As it is now August, it is time to wear hats in the playground. It is highly recommended students wear broad brimmed or
legionaries hats to protect them from the sun. Hats are available from the front office.
Richardson Interests and Pursuits Program (RIPP) will begin in week three. It will again be held on Friday afternoons, we
have a variety of activities on offer including cooking, arts and crafts, beginner piano and a book making. At this stage it
will be for students only, hopefully COVID-19 restrictions will be lifted soon and we will again be able to invite the
community to join us.
Watch this space! We are in the process of finding out how we could ‘live stream’ our assemblies to be shared on Friday
21 August. We are looking forward to sharing all our usual items in this assembly. More information to come.
Have your say! The School Satisfaction Survey will be available online for parents to complete from Monday 10 August
to Monday 31 August. Parents and carers, school staff and students in year 4 to 6 will be asked to participate in these

important surveys. The survey results will contribute to school research and improvement processes. This information
can be invaluable to the school in understanding and responding to our community’s perceptions. Please take the time
to complete this anonymous survey as it will provide us with valuable feedback about what we are doing well and what
we need to improve. Parents will be emailed personalised login information on Monday 10 August. If you do not
receive the survey email or have difficulty accessing the survey please contact the school or EDUSurveys@act.gov.au
Kind regards,
Deborah Watling
Executive Teacher

School Photos

Koori Preschool Program

Photography dates:

The Koori Preschool Program consists of five Koori
Preschools located at the following ACT schools:

K-6 - Wednesday 26 August 2020
Preschool – 24 & 28 August 2020.
Students will be provided with envelopes with
their names on them which they will need to bring
back to school.
Sibling packs can be obtained from the Front
Office.

•
•
•
•
•

Kingsford Smith School
Narrabundah Early Childhood School
Ngunnawal Primary School
Wanniassa School
Richardson Primary School.

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children aged 3-5
years can participate in a culturally safe play-based
program for 15 hours per week to enhance and
strengthen cultural connections, identity, and
transitions.
Applications to enrol are made online through the ACT
Education website www.education.act.gov.au
For further information phone ACT Education on
6207 1106.

MEDICATION
DEPARTMENTAL POLICY REQUIRES SCHOOLS TO
ENSURE THAT:
Any request for administering medications must be
in writing. The school will not administer
medication without required documentation.
The medication must be accompanied by clear
written instructions on the method of
administration, timing and dosage, and signed by a
doctor. Forms can be provided by the school upon
request.
We would be grateful if such documents regarding
medication could be sent to the school to ensure
we are following the departmental policy and
medical records are up to date.

There is a basket near the front office that is
full of lost property. If your child/ren are
missing anything please take the time to
check the lost property basket. Any items
left after 10 August 2020 will be given to
charity. Thank you.
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Flexi School Lunch Orders

SCHOOL TIMES
9:00 - 11:00am First Session
11:00 - 11:15am Supervised Lunch Eating
11:15 - 11:45am Lunch Time Play
11:45 - 1:15pm Middle Session
1:15 - 1:45pm Recess/Play
1:45 - 3:00pm Afternoon Session

Healthy Kids Association welcomes you to another
year of providing your school with healthy
lunches.
We are a not for profit organisation and our
mission is to promote and influence healthy food
choices for children.
Your lunches will be delivered every Friday for the
11.00 break, lunch orders will need to be placed
by 8.30am.

SCHOOL AGE CARE

Order lunches online at Flexischools.com.au. or
you can download the new Flexischools App.
REMINDER: Please ensure you update your child’s
new classroom for 2020.

Before and after school care is available at
Richardson Primary School. Enrolment forms
are available from www.ywca-canberra.org.au
or from the front office. Once you have
completed the enrolment form you will need
to scan and email to childcareaccounts@ywcacanberra.org.au. Contact details for the YWCA:

Looking forward to continuing our service to you.
Canteen team - Kerry & Lucy

Phone: 6180 5777
Address: Level 2, 71 Northbourne Avenue,
Canberra ACT 2601
Postal Address: YWCA Canberra, GPO Box 767,
Canberra ACT 2601
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Richardson Primary School acknowledges the Ngunnawal people, the traditional custodians of this land. We would also like to
pay respect to the United Ngunnawal Elders Council and to the Elders, both past and present of the Ngunnawal nation. We
also extend that respect to other Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people in our community.
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Pro Performance Cricket
Pre Seasons Cricket Academy Program
The Team at Pro Performance Cricket are excited to announce our 5 Week Pre Season
Cricket Academy each Sunday afternoon from 3:00 - 5:00pm at Watson Oval (21 Simpson
St, Watson).
We offer intensive individual and group skill development for our players across all facets
of the game. With an excellent coach to player ratio, video analysis, additional online
content and programming, strength and conditioning programs and a focus on a positive
and fun environment. It’s a perfect opportunity for the kids to enhance and develop their
games for the season ahead while having heaps of fun, making new friends and taking
their game to a new level.
David Dawson
Head Coach
0434 210 082
www.properformancecricket.com <http://www.properformancecricket.com/>

Ricky Stuart House
Ricky Stuart House is taking on new families for respite! Ricky Stuart House is an NDIS registered
service run by Marymead that provides respite for children (5-12) with disability. Minimum three hour
booking including through the school holidays.
For further information and/or to come and have a look at the house please call Michelle Groeneveld
on 61625800 or email Michelle.groeneveld@marymead.org.au
Many thanks,
Michelle
Michelle Groeneveld
Manager, Accommodation and Support Services
255 Goyder Street, Narrabundah, ACT 2604 I PO Box 4260 Kingston ACT 2604
Tel (02) 6162 5800 I Mob 0439 509 894 I Fax (02) 6295 9944 I
michelle.groeneveld@marymead.org.au

d
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Spring Tennis Canberra coaching registrations are open!
Tennis Canberra's professional coaches are running junior tennis coaching programs at both South &
North Canberra clubs this Spring. We welcome first time players and those who are ready to play
competition tennis.
The 2020 Spring Season starts the week of August 24th however you are welcome to join at any time.
For more information and to book please visit www.tenniscanberra.com.au/junior-tennis or email
play@tenniscanberra.com.au

Your Favourite Tennis Coaches
Contact Us
Tennis Canberra
Canberra's favourite
m. 0416 186 121
e. play@tenniscanberra.com.au
e (alt). tenniscanberra@gmail.com
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ACT EDUCATION DIRECTORATE

COVID-19 Easing of Restrictions Roadmap for Schools as at 17 July 2020
STAGE 2

Step 2.1

On-site visitors

Facilities
& Hire

Cleaning

Schooling

Students across all years return to on-campus learning.
Remote learning offered to students who need it.
Assessment against achievement standards continues.

Step 2.2
(currently in effect)

STAGE 3

Future Considerations

Timing to be confirmed

Timing to be confirmed

Students across all years continue with on-campus
learning.

Students across all years continue with
on-campus learning.

Students across all years continue with
on-campus learning.

Schools continue to support remote learning for
students who are vulnerable to COVID-19.

Schools continue to support remote learning for students
who are vulnerable to COVID-19.

Schools continue to support remote learning for
students who are vulnerable to COVID-19.

Assessment and reporting as normal.

Assessment and reporting resumes as normal.

Assessment and reporting continues as normal.

•

Out of hours cleaning continues with a focus on high frequency touch points, including daily cleaning of student desks.

•

Day cleaning continues with a focus on high frequency touch points including: school entry/administration areas, staff rooms and kitchens, washrooms and major transit areas.

•

Sufficient soap, paper towel and hand sanitiser supplied to every school.

•

Libraries can open with a focus on safe handling of
returned items.

•

Hiring of school facilities can resume. Groups must not
exceed 20 people, plus a coach and one parent/carer per
child.

•

Hiring of school facilities continues. Group
numbers must not exceed 100 people (including
staff, trainers and spectators) per indoor or
outdoor space, or one person per 4 square
metres, whichever is lesser.

•

Communal facilities (such as playgrounds and
changerooms) can open. A risk assessment for
this should be outlined in the COVID Safety Plan.

•

Schools should limit the number of adult
visitors/volunteers on school sites.

•

Schools should limit the number of adult
visitors/volunteers on school sites.

•

Parents should avoid entering the school building where
possible.

•

•

NDIS providers/therapists can attend school-sites.

•

External music schools can return to school-sites.

Parents should avoid routinely entering the
school building where possible but can attend
scheduled school events and meetings with
teachers - physical distancing and hygiene
measures still apply.

•

Preservice teachers can undertake placements and
schoolo based clinics in ACT public schools.

•

Records should be kept of visitors attending the
Page
school.

~7~

•

Parent-teacher interviews can resume in a face-toface format, with physical distancing and hygeine
measures in place (ie. Hand sanitiser available on
entry/exit).

•

Parents and volunteers can attend school sites with
physical distancing and hygeine measures in place (ie.
Hand sanitiser available on entry/exit).

•

Records should be kept of visitors attending the
school.
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Excursions and Out of School
Activities
Assemblies, Performances
and
End-of-Year Activities
P&C
Activities

•

Day only excursions can resume within the ACT. Groups
must not exceed 20 people (this number includes adults).

•

Outdoor education programs can resume within the ACT
region.

•

Incursions can proceed at the discretion of schools.

•

All overseas excursions cancelled for 2020.

•

Work experience opportunities can be supported in the
local community. Employers should have COVID Safety
plans in place.

•

Not allowed.

•

Day only excursions, including interschool sports
can continue within the ACT Region. Groups must
not exceed 100 people (this number includes
adults).

•

A risk assessment should be undertaken for all
excursions.

•

•

Excursions can continue within the ACT Region.
Groups must not exceed 100 people (this number
includes adults).

•

Overnight excursions at Birrigai can go ahead, with
physical distancing restrictions for adults.

•

Interstate excursions and camps can resume where
they are a necessary part of a student’s education
program (for example, College outdoor education
programs). This includes overnight excursions. Schools
must adhere to the specific COVID-19 rules within the
state they are travelling.

Small assemblies, gatherings and performances
can take place with limitations on parent/carer
audience numbers (maximum of 100 adults, 1
adult per 4 square metres, each (family) group
must sit 1.5 metres apart).

•

Larger assemblies, gatherings and performances can
resume with limitations on parent/carer numbers (as
per health advice).

•

On-site discos and celebrations can go ahead with no
limitations on student numbers (parents/carers can
attend).

•

•

Canteens can reopen in line with ACT Health protocols.

•

On-site, student only fundraisers can go ahead.

•

School uniform shops can reopen in line with ACT Health
protocols.

•

Working bees can go ahead within health
guiudleines

*Physical distancing and hygiene requirements must be adhered to by adults at all times.
* Timing of STAGE 3 and 4 is dependent on the broader easing of community restrictions.
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Fundraising events can go ahead with limitations on
numbers in line with broader community restrictions.

•

Off-site school formals/discos can go ahead
in line with broader easing of restrictions.
Schools will work with venues to determine
maximum numbers allowed.

•

Graduation ceremonies can go ahead onsite. Audience numbers will be determined
based on broader easing of restrictions.

•

School fetes can go ahead in line with
broader community restrictions.

