5 September 2022
Dear Parents and Carers
Watch this space! As you may be aware we are currently in the process of upgrading our playground equipment. Workers
have been busy over the past week ripping up the old soft fall for both playgrounds and replacing the senior equipment
with exciting new pieces. Students are eagerly waiting to see what new equipment they will soon have to play with,
hopefully this big reveal for the senior equipment will happen this week.
Improve learning and achievement for all students
Last week we are celebrated Book Week. The theme for this year’s Book Week is, ‘Dreaming with Eyes Wide Open’ and
our Book Week committee planned a very exciting week for our students. On Thursday we amazed at everyone’s
costumes in our annual Book Week parade and assembly. Students also engaged in a variety of Book Week inspired
rotations with different teachers throughout the day. On Friday, Miss Sally organised a special ‘Story Quest’ performance
in the hall. The immersive storytelling performance featured books from the CBCA 2022 shortlist in an engaging, original
narrative filled with music, adventure and intrigue. There is also a stunning new Book Week display in the foyer
showcasing the favourite childhood books of our teachers and support staff.
On Tuesday 23 August many Richardson students attended the Tuggeranong athletics carnival, due to wet weather the
carnival was re-scheduled for the following Wednesday. We are proud to announce that we have two students going on
to represent our school at the ACT Regional Carnival. Congratulations to Kira Batchelor who will run the 800m and Xavier
Fenson who will compete in shot put.
Our year 6 students recently attended the annual Careers Expo at EPIC, where they had the opportunity to learn about
different career possibilities and stimulate their aspirations for the future. They also walked away with a showbag from
the event.
On Monday the 15 August, Richardson hosted band students from Theodore Primary. Our band students had the
opportunity practise their ukele playing with band students from other schools, and they then performed a selection of
songs for the school. The students played amazingly, and everyone was very impressed with the concert. Our Year 6 band
students then had the chance to visit Theodore Primary the following Wednesday, to again practise with southside band
students.
Develop an expert teaching team
After reflecting on the effectiveness of their learning environments last week, teachers created goals for their classrooms
and this past week have been busy updating displays of student work, displaying learning intentions and redesigning
spaces to maximise student learning and engagement. On Tuesday afternoon staff did a walk-through the school and
gave feedback to each other on their environment goal progression. All our learning spaces are vibrant and exciting
places to teach and learn.
Next Friday 9 September teachers will again spend the day planning together on our second pupil free day for the term.
This is an opportunity for staff to ensure quality teaching and learning are well planned and prepared. If you do need to
send your child on this day, please contact the front office so we are aware for supervision purposes.

Provide a safe, inclusive and respectful school culture
The Kulture Break Hope Tour took place on Thursday 25 August in the hall. Students from P-6 experienced an amazing
musical performance from the team at Kulture break with guest appearance from Chris Sebastian, winner of the Voice
2020, and Ned and Josh from HIT104.7. The performance centred around the theme of resilience and hope. Teachers and
students sang, danced and clapped along to the hope inspired soundtrack and everybody thoroughly enjoyed the show.
Each year, the Directorate surveys all parents and carers, school staff and students in Years 4 to 12 about their experience
of public education. The 2022 School Satisfaction & Climate Survey will be available online from 19 August to 9
September. The survey results will help us to continue to make quality informed decisions about how to improve our
school. No personal identifying information will be provided to any school or college.
For each child in your family who attends an ACT public school, parents and carers will receive:
●

An email about the parent survey, including a link to access the survey.; and

●

A letter about the student survey outlining the reasons for collection and privacy provision for the data

If you do not receive the survey invitation, please check your Junk email folder; if it is not there, contact the school and
you will be provided a survey link. If you do not have an email listed with the school, please contact the school for a hard
copy.
The Parents and Carers Survey will be available online in other languages: Arabic, Burmese, Chinese, Hindi, Korean, Urdu,
Vietnamese, Punjabi, Bengali, Spanish, Telugu, French and Italian. Respondents can select their preferred language when
they start the survey. A shortened paper-version of the Parents and Carers Survey is also available in the following 5
languages: Dari, Dinka, Farsi, Karen and Mon. These surveys are available at the Front Office. For the results to reflect the
opinions of our whole school community, we need as many parents and carers, staff and students as possible to complete
the survey. Your feedback is important, and we hope you will take part. For more information, visit:
https://www.education.act.gov.au/public-school-life/school-satisfaction-and-climate-survey
Facebook and Seesaw continue to be a platform teachers use to communicate student learning with families.
If you have any questions about the learning programs that are taking place in your child’s class, please reach our via
email, or you are always welcome to make an appointment with your childs teacher.
Kind regards,
Kayla Catling
Executive Teacher
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The following students received an award on
Thursday 1 September 2022
NAMES

CLASS

Ellie Wilding
Aalyah Nicholas
Johnny Lea
Laylah-Jayne Reynolds
Elijah Maki
Pippa Wicks
Sidney Simpson
Sarah Flaherty
Asha Jolley
Dylan Steffens
William White
Paige Goddard
Ayla Peters
Zavier Exposito
Kaylon Ward
Hani Wilson
Izabella Boyle
Cerine Binoy
Chase Rustenburg

Congratulations to the following students who received
their DAB Award at Thursday’s Assembly. These
students have consistently displayed our signature
behavioiurs of being Respectful, Positive Learners and
Safe
Students awarded a Bronze 50 Wristband
NAMES
CLASS

KS
KS
KD
KD
1/2M
1/2M
1/2W
1/2W
3/4B
3/4B
3/4G
3/4G
3/4G
5/6G
5/6G
5/6R
5/6R
1-6T
1-6T

Alira Stewart
Kiara Merlin
Riley Caughlan
Riley Goddard
Callum McBeth
Urwah Saeed

KD
KD
1/2M
1/2W
1/2M
1/2M

Students awarded a Silver Wristband
NAMES
CLASS
Mia-Rose Bowen
Pippa Wicks
Johnny Lea

MEDICATION

50 Nights Reading Awards
Rosie Shillabeer

KS

Johnny Lea

KD

Tyler Shillabeer

1/2W

Lacey Shepherd

1/2M

DEPARTMENTAL POLICY REQUIRES SCHOOLS TO
ENSURE THAT:

Any request for administering medications
must be in writing. The school will not
administer medication without required
documentation. No medications can be left in
students school bags.

100 Nights Reading Awards
Lara Shepherd

KD

Zoe Hunt

KS

Ruby McCurley

KS

Lacey Shepherd

1/2M

KD
1/2M
KD

The medication must be accompanied by clear
written instructions on the method of
administration, timing and dosage, and signed by a
doctor. Forms can be provided by the school upon
request.
We would be grateful if such documents regarding
medication could be sent to the school to ensure
we are following the departmental policy and
medical records are up to date.

These awards will be given out at the next
assembly.
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Welcome to 1-6T! (A Small Group Program)
While both our junior and senior students continue to work on their individual learning goals each day, it’s been great to
see them connect well with one another in joint learning activities, too. These activities all link to aspects of the Australian
curriculum. Additionally, our seniors have had daily opportunities to engage with their peers in their mainstream classes.
Yoga for all is now a
weekly activity.

Students develop social as well as gross
motor skills through active group games.

As always, all our students participate in weekly cooking/baking sessions, making links with English, maths,
science and technology curriculum areas. Each student, junior and senior, completes the recipe from start to
finish, under the guidance of staff and with varying degrees of support.

Most days
we watch
the fiveminute
BTN
Newsbreak
with
discussion
afterwards.

For some
tasks, we
encourage
students to
give
support to
one
another to
complete
them.
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Design and Technology
with Ms Queripel
Students in K-2 have started using the Design
Process to work towards creating an Aboriginal
shelter using things we can find in nature. We
have done a nature walk to explore all the
different things we could
use and brainstormed
different designs for the
shelter

Students in 3/4 have completed their learning
about textiles. They explored different types of
things we can make with textiles, other than
clothing, and created a piece of textile art. They
used wool and learnt how to weave to make
dreamcatchers with CDs.

Students in 5/6 have learnt about the impact of
fast fashion on our environment and explored
different ways we could help to reduce clothing
waste. They used fabric from old clothes to
make woven wall hangings.

Students in 1-6T have completed various
projects that have been connected to different
stories by following a set
of simple instructions.

.
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News from Mr Fraser
Wow! Here we are at the back end of Term 3.
The students have once again proved themselves as artists, developing their creative skills to produce works of art.
In 5/6 the students have been creating scenes from a class novel we have been reading. The book is called ‘The Thief of
Always’ by Clive Barker. The author is brilliant at creating imagery with his clever use of words.
The students have used water colour, layering over a number of sessions, to produce their vision of the creepy holiday
house featured in the book.
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Winter is the perfect time to study trees and their various forms. Trees may look easy to draw but, to make them look
natural, it takes practice. K-2 and 1-6-T have been sketching, drawing and painting trees to improve their skills.

Spring has sprung! K-2 have been working on many flower shapes with pencils and textas. At the moment they are
painting beautiful spring garden paintings. We have studied the famous artist Claude Monet and how he uses paint dabs
to create an impression of light and shapes in a scene.
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3/4 have been working with tone to produce cold, winter night pictures. They had to choose a cool colour and mix it
with white to make as many tonal variations as they could. This effect shows the moon radiating in the night sky. Then,
they chose a subject for the foreground to contrast with the background. The pictures look amazing!
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This term, we have also started to get our drama skills honed, ready to embark on our latest movie blockbuster. This
year we’re running with a ‘time travel’ themed movie titled: Doc and Marty’s Excellent Adventure! The students will
work in their year levels to produce scenes from different periods of time. Ms Quirepel will be working with me to
create various costumes and scenery involved in the making of the movie.
Here are a few of the main super stars.

Max Love – Old Doc

Cade Clarke- Marty

Freddie White – Young Doc

Exciting times ahead. We are all looking forward to making this movie the best yet!
Mr Fraser – Arts Specialist

FLEXI SCHOOL LUNCH ORDERS
Healthy Kids Association welcomes you to
another year of providing your school with
healthy lunches.
We are a not for profit organisation and our
mission is to promote and influence healthy food
choices for children.
Your lunches will be delivered every Friday for the
11.00 break, lunch orders will need to be placed
by 8.30am.
Order lunches online at Flexischools.com.au. or
you can download the new Flexischools App.
REMINDER: Please ensure you update your child’s
new classroom for 2022.
Looking forward to continuing our service to you.
Canteen team - Kerry & Lucy
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LOST PROPERTY
There is a basket near the front office that is
full of lost property. If your child/ren are
missing anything please take the time to
check the lost property basket.
Any items left after Thursday 8 September
will be given to charity.

Sun

Mon

Tue

September 2022
Wed

Thur
1

Fri
2

Sat
3

9

10

Book Week –
Costume Parade

Book Week
Performance –
Story Quest
Dreaming with Eyes
Open P-6

4

5

6

7

8

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

School Holidays

School Holidays

Be the Best you
Can Be Sports
Day

School Holidays

School Holidays
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Pupil Free Day

Last day of Term 3

School Holidays

