4 March 2021
Dear Parents and Carers,
It’s hard to believe that we have already been at school for five weeks! Many of you will have already noticed that the
school terms for 2021 are a little different this year.
ACT School Terms 2021
Term 1
9 weeks
Term 2
10 weeks
Term 3
10 weeks
Term 4
11 weeks
The first five weeks at Richardson Primary School have been jam-packed full of learning. One very important part of
establishing a successful learning community is building trusting and collaborative relationships. When the culture is
right, our students feel safe and willing to take risks with their learning. Here at Richardson we do this in many ways:
•

All classes have worked together to create essential agreements. Essential agreements aim to set the tone for
learning.

•

Positive Behaviour for Learning (PBL) expectations have been reintroduced. Teachers unpack the expectations
with our students and then reinforce desired behaviours by rewarding DABs (Displaying Amazing Behaviour)
tickets.

•

Teachers explicitly teach our students about social and emotional wellbeing. Classes across the school have
been discussing self-esteem, emotional regulation, forming and maintaining supportive friendships and setting
positive goals.

•

Many of our teachers recently attended a workshop about Restorative Practice. This is a collaborative approach
to dealing with harmful behaviour.

When we invest early and establish a positive, caring and trusting school culture, our students are provided with every
opportunity to succeed.
Our new Year 5/6 leaders recently hosted the Kindergarten Welcome assembly. The year 5/6 students demonstrated
confidence as they addressed the large audience. The newest members of our school community sat proudly at the
front of the hall, their little legs swinging high above the floor. It’s hard to believe than in just six years from now their
feet will sit firmly on the ground and they will be our new school leaders! The next assembly is tomorrow and will be
hosted by the 3/4 students. We look forward to welcoming families and friends as our audience members.
Last Friday afternoon we hosted sport house meetings. Our students came together and provided the year 5/6 students
with the opportunity to deliver house captain speeches. Members of each sporting house then voted on two captains
per house. Our new sports captains will be presented with their badges at the next school assembly on Friday 5 March
at 9.15am.
Jimmy Varghese has been our community representative on our School Board for many years. Unfortunately, due to
work commitments, he is unable to continue in the role. If you are interested in replacing Jimmy on our School Board,
please make contact with Anna Wilson, via the front office. We thank Jimmy for his tireless support of our school.

We would like to take the opportunity to thank Liz Gomez, one of our preschool mums for bringing her sewing machine
out of early retirement. At the beginning of the year Liz responded to a call for help via the Richardson Primary School
Facebook page where we asked for someone to sew a new set of home pockets for the Butterflies group. Liz kindly
offered her skills and we are so pleased with the results! Thank you Liz.

We wish everyone a happy Canberra Day this Monday. Enjoy the long weekend!
Kind regards,
Natalie Hogan
Executive Teacher

Breakfast Club

SCHOOL TIMES
9:00 - 11:00am
11:00 - 11:15am Supervised Lunch Eating
11:15 - 11:45am Lunch Time Play
11:45 - 1:15pm Middle Session
1:15 - 1:45pm Recess/Play
1:45 - 3:00pm Afternoon Session

A great way to start your day!
When: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday,
Thursday And Friday
Time: 8.40am (Mon, Tues, Wed and Fri)
8.15am (Thurs)
Venue: Canteen
Who: All students Preschool to Year 6
We look forward to seeing you there
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Students to be awarded a Silver 75 Wristband
NAMES
CLASS

The following students received an award at
assembly on Friday 5 March 2021
NAMES

Evie Bosak
Lucas Fleming
Lawson McCurley
Chloe Wicks
Kailahrose Kahuroa-Simpson
Tobias Kerr
Charlotte Stafrace
Hani Wilson
Charlie White
Henri Fitrawan
Gloria Pupi Pesefea
Hanna Fitrawan
Ron Kirby
Lilyana O’Neil
Xavier Lowery
Eissa Saeed

Olivia Britt
Claudia Stafrace
Ozaya Drazevich
Caleb Lloyd
Sunksh Dheer
Nari Dilki

CLASS

KS
KS
1/2H
1/2H
1/2M
1/2M
3/4G
3/4G
3/4SG
3/4SG
5/6B
5/6B
5/6R
5/6R
1-6T
1-6T

5/6R
3/4SG
3/4SG
3/4SG
3/4SG
3/4SG

Students to be awarded a Gold 100 Wristband
NAMES
CLASS
Kitty Johnkenady
Olivia Britt
Rex Blowers
Kira Batchelor
Koa Jordan
Desmund Tong
Kafaongo Mataele
Paige Goddard
Evangeline Pesefea
Hanna Fitrawan
Jorja Smith

5/6R
5/6R
1/2M
5/6B
3/4SG
1/2H
3/4SG
1/2H
3/4SG
5/6B
5/6B

Students to be awarded a Bronze 150 Certificate
NAMES
CLASS
Congratulations to the following students who will
receive their DAB Award at Friday’s Assembly. These
students have consistently displayed our signature
behavioiurs of being Respectful, Positive Learners and
Safe
Students to be awarded a Bronze 50 Wristband
NAMES
CLASS
Lilly-May Riley
Charlie White
William White
Mohammed Kafalaj
Joshua Gil
Hannah Corko
Annabelle Bonaccorso
Xavier Mini
Ulia Vaana
Richard White
Mayan Leversage

3/4SG
3/4SG
1/2M
1/2H
5/6R
5/6B
1/2H
5/6B
3/4SG
5/6R
5/6B

Tom Banks
Kaylon Ward

1/2H
5/6B

Students to be awarded a Rainbow 125 Wristband
NAMES
CLASS
Chloe Wicks
1/2H
Bailey Phillips
1/2M
Kayden Fleming
1/2M
Faith Wadley
3/4G
Emre Dilki
1/2H
Cade Clarke
3/4SG
Students to be awarded a Silver 175 Certificate
NAMES
CLASS
Lawson McCurley
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1/2H

Kirrang News
The 1/2 children have settled into their new routines. It is pleasing to see so many children changing their home readers
on a regular basis.
In mathematics, we are working on place value for two-digit numbers, especially the teen numbers. We have also
worked on ordinal numbers and informal measurement activities.
In literacy, the children have been working on retelling stories and writing personal recounts. We have enjoyed some
shared reading through the use of big books and online stories.
Our inquiry unit of work has focused on our feelings and how they contribute to our personal wellbeing. The children
have discussed how they manage big emotions such as anger and sadness. They have completed a personal catastrophe
scale which helped them realise that some problems are minor in the scheme of things.
We have been practicing for the school cross country carnival which is being held on Thursday 1st April. Gross motor has
also commenced on Wednesdays. Shoes that are easy to take off and put back on are essential on Wednesdays.
We enjoyed making pancakes for Shrove Tuesday.

Regards,
Deborah Watling, Barbara Martin, Kathryn Hope and Kian Granger

Richardson Primary School acknowledges the Ngunnawal people, the traditional custodians of this land. We would also like to pay
respect to the United Ngunnawal Elders Council and to the Elders, both past and present of the Ngunnawal nation. We also extend
that respect to other Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people in our community.
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Flexi School Lunch Orders

Healthy Kids Association welcomes you to another
year of providing your school with healthy
lunches.
We are a not for profit organisation and our
mission is to promote and influence healthy food
choices for children.
Your lunches will be delivered every Friday for the
11.00 break, lunch orders will need to be placed
by 8.30am.
Order lunches online at Flexischools.com.au. or
you can download the new Flexischools App.
REMINDER: Please ensure you update your child’s
new classroom for 2020.
Looking forward to continuing our service to you.
Canteen team - Kerry & Lucy

MEDICATION
DEPARTMENTAL POLICY REQUIRES SCHOOLS
TO ENSURE THAT:

Any request for administering medications
must be in writing. The school will not
administer medication without required
documentation. No medications can be left
in students school bags.
The medication must be accompanied by clear
written instructions on the method of
administration, timing and dosage, and signed
by a doctor. Forms can be provided by the
school upon request.
We would be grateful if such documents
regarding medication could be sent to the
school to ensure we are following the
departmental policy and medical records are
up to date.

There is a basket near the front office that contains
lost property. If your child/ren are missing anything
please take the time to check the lost property basket.
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SCHOOL AGE CARE
Before and after school care is available at
Richardson Primary School. Enrolment forms
are available from www.ywca-canberra.org.au
or from the front office. Once you have
completed the enrolment form you will need
to scan and email to childcareaccounts@ywcacanberra.org.au. Contact details for the YWCA:
Phone: 6180 5777
Address: Level 2, 71 Northbourne Avenue,
Canberra ACT 2601
Postal Address: YWCA Canberra, GPO Box 767,
b
Did you know you could receive up to $500 in matched savings
for your child's extracurricular activity costs?
Here's a list of the most common activities our participants use
their funds for:
🗹🗹 Swimming or dancing lessons
🗹🗹 Instrument lessons like guitar or piano to name a few
🗹🗹 Sports club fees like netball or football registration
🗹🗹 School camps
🗹🗹 Tutoring classes
🗹🗹 Foreign language lessons
🗹🗹 Scout membership fees
Check if you're eligible to join by visiting www.saverplus.org.au

Grants of $1000 available now to help women return to work!
The ACT Women’s Return to Work (RTW) Grants Program is an ACT Government initiative which supports women
who have been out of the workforce for an extended period onto pathways to meaningful and stable
employment. Successful applicants can access a $1,000 grant which can be used for a range of activities and
resources including: education and training fees, educational expenses such as textbooks, computers/software
and transport to courses/study, or work-related expenses such as clothing, uniforms and equipment and
childcare. The RTW Program includes wrap-around support and mentoring delivered by a community partner for
eligible participants.
Enquiries about the RTW Program can be made at the below contact details:
Phone or text the Grants Coordinator on : 0466 856 760 or email CSDRTW@act.gov.au
Online application and more information about the Return
communityservices.act.gov.au/women/return-to-work-grants-program
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